
GREAT WAKERING PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday 26th August 2020, held by online conferencing, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Present: -
Councillors F. Baker, P. Bates, L. Blunden, D. Efde, R. Efde, P. Hitchman, L. Rodger,  and B. Wilkins (Acting Chair).

In attendance: -       S. Hyatt (Parish Clerk) 
1. The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
 Meeting declared open at 7.30pm.

2. To receive apologies for absence.

Councillors Green and Goodwin.
3. To receive declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Councillor Hitchman - Friends of Wakering Common, Councillor Wilkins and R. Efde – Vice-chair and Treasurer respectively to the Memorial Hall. Councillor Bates – trustee to Sea Scouts.
4. To sign as a correct record the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 11th March 2020.

      Resolved that the minutes be approved with minor amendment.
5. Financial Matters 2019-20 Year.
a. To approve Payment Schedules for March 2020. Carried.

b. To approve Receipt Schedules for March 2020. Carried.
c. To approve the Financial Statement for the 12 months to 31st March 2020. Carried. 

d. To approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement 2019/20. Carried.
e. To approve and sign the Accounting Statements 2019/20. Carried.
f. To approve and sign the Statement of Accounts for the Financial year ending 31st March 2020. Carried.

 6.   Financial Matters 2020-21 Year

a. To approve Payment Schedules for April/May/June/July 2020. Carried.
b. To approve Receipt Schedules for April/May/June/July 2020. Carried.
c. To approve the Financial Statement for the 4 months to 31st July 2020.  

     Carried.
7.   To approve continued membership of Essex Association of Local  

      Councils and National Association of Local Councils.
      Resolved that membership of these bodies be continued.

8. To note the internal audit report.

Report noted.

9. To receive the Chairman’s Report. 

Chair’s apologies received.
10. To receive the Clerk’s Report.

Report noted and thanks offered to Clerk.
11. To delegate authority to the Clerk during any future period of  

      restricted activity to enable the Parish Council to meet its  

      responsibilities to residents and to approve the scheme of  

      delegation.

      Resolved that the above proposal be agreed and the scheme of  

      delegation of approved.

12. To note the £10,000 Business Rate Relief grant and to discuss its  

       use.

       Resolved that this should be used to offset costs and effects of Covid -19,  

       For instance mobile cameras, increased costs of toilet cleaning and other  

       expenses incurred as a result of pandemic. Further submissions to be  

       submitted to Clerk.

13. To discuss the mobile camera scheme if information received by 

      Clerk prior to meeting.

      Resolved that the Parish Council would participate in the scheme and   

      sponsor up to four mobile cameras for use in Great Wakering.
14. To discuss any planning matters.

Red Lion public house re-development and Crouchmans Court business units discussed. Thanks offered to Clerk from Planning Committee members. Updates provided from Clerk and District Councillor D. Efde.
15. To discuss speeding in Shoebury and Southend Roads.


Clerk had provided information forwarded from the Highways Authority, speed reduction, enforcement and other methods including permanent physical prevention measures discussed.
16. To receive reports from the County Councillor and the District  

 Councillors on County and District Council matters only (5 minutes  

  each at Chairman’s discretion).

District Councillor Efde:

· RDC’s representative on South Essex Parking Partnership.
District Councillor McPherson:

· Open spaces update re flytipping and anti-social behaviour.

· Speedwatch pilots to resume.

· House on corner of Whitehall Road enforcement update.

County Councillor Steptoe:
· Traffic, speeding, potholes and parking updates.

· Planning and devolution white papers.

· Rochford gas works re-scheduled.

16. Time allowing the meeting will stand adjourned to permit  

      Parishioners  of Great Wakering to address the Council only once in  

      respect of  business itemised on the agenda (3 minutes each at  

      Chairman’s discretion). 

       None in attendance.   
18.  Exclusion of the Press and Public. 
To agree that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the  remaining business on the grounds that exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 would be disclosed. 

Resolved that the public be excluded.

19. To consider the Clerk’s recommendation that the fees for the   

       allotment rents in the Parish Council allotments not be increased for  

       the financial year 2020/21 and to approve the recommendation. 

       Resolved that the Clerk’s recommendation be agreed and there be no   

       increase in plot rents for the 2020/21 financial year.
20. To discuss the potential re-opening of the public toilets and the  

financial implications of same. To authorise Clerk to extend cleaning  

      tender if required.

Resolved that as a result of Covid-19 the cleaning tender be extended to 

provide increased cleaning with only the disabled toilet to be re-opened to  

offset costs. Increased costs to be borne out of the Business Rates Relief  

      Grant.
21.  To approve Alexandra Road streetlighting repairs P2 and P3 and to  

 delegate power to Clerk to replace existing Parish Council columns 

 as required within the budgetary limit.

 Councillors Hitchman and Blunden declared a non-pecuniary interest.
 Resolved that both columns be replaced and that the Clerk be given delegated authority to replace existing columns as required within the budgetary limit.
 Meeting Closed 8.56pm.                                

Date of next meeting – 4th November 2020 


